JAN-18-05 ' 05:50PM FROU- MATTINGLY, STANGER & MALUR, P.C. + 703 684 1157 T-895 P. 006/022 F-033 



Serial No. 10/075,990 ASA-1064 

RECEIVED 

e. ..u\m FAX CENTER 

IN THE CIAIM5 

JAN 1 8 2005 

x-5- (Canceled) 

6. (Currently amended) A method of perf ortmin*^ 
maintenance/management tnotliod aooording to claim 1, on a 
maintenance/management -subjected machine with the aid of 
maintenance/management control ecfuipment by way of an 
information network, said maintenance/management -subjected 
machine being comprised of a main machinery seotion, a first 
' Tnainteiiance/niaiiageTnent processing unit and a second 
maintenance/management processing \mit which are connected to 
said information network and have first and second logical 
addresses, respectively, on said information network^ a first 
power supply unit and a second power supply unit for 
independently feeding electric power to said first 
maintenance/management processing unit and said second 
maintenance/management processing xanit, respectively,, and a 
power supply control unit for controlling said first power 
supply unit Eind said second power supply unit, 

said method comprising: 

a step in which said second maintenance/management 
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proceasing- unit is placed in a standby state and Is in said 
standby state during a time in which said first 
niaintenance /management: processing unit is executing 
maintenance/management proceasing for said main machinery 
section on a basis of commands of said maintenance /mauaagement 
control eguipment ; 

a step in which said power supply control unit checks an 
operation of said first maintenance /management processing 
unit / 

a step in which said power supply control unit stops 

feeding of elecrrlc power to said first maintenance/management 
processing unit and starts feeding of electric power to said 
second maintenance/management processing unit in a case where 
said power supply control unit detects an abnormality of said 
first maintenance /management processing unit through said 
operation check; and 

wherein power supply oyotcniO '- arQ provided scpara - tcly. for 
said first maintcnancc/managomont r -proQooaing unit and oaid 
oecond maintonanQo/managornQnt progcooaung " unit; — roopQQtivQly> 

aaid method further comprioingt 

a step in whic h^ after said power supply unit starts the 
feeding of electric power to said second 
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maintenance/manacyement power unit, said second 

maintenance /management processing unit ends upon dotCQtion o# 
abnormality in a power aupply ayotcm for -- aaid firot 
maintcnanco/managQTOcnt proooaaing \mit, — said sooond 
maintcnancQ/managcmcnti proQoaoing -unit plaeod in the standby 
state and caJces over maintenance/management processing for 
said main machinery section from said first 
maintenance/management processing unit by rewriting said 
second logical address assigned to said second 
maintenance/management processing unit to said first logical 
address assigned to said first maintenance /management 
processing unit, aaid firot logical aqdrcoo being different 
from aaid occond logical addrcaa said first and second locrical 
addresses being common addresses for said first and second 
maintenance/management processing units , 

7-8 . (Canceled) , 

9. {Currently amended) a maintenance/management system 
for performing maintenance/management on a 

maintenance/management -subjected machine with the aid of [[a]] 
maintenance/management control equipment by way of an 
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information network, comprising: 

oaid mQinbcna - nQa/managcmont: g-ubjootod machino includog 
a main mach.inery section; and 

a first maintenance/management processing unit and a 
second maintenance/management processing unit which are 
connected to said infozmation network and have different first 
and second logical addresses, respectively, on said 
inf ormat ion network [ [ , ] J ; and 

a power supply control unit arrancred to control power 
supply to said first and second maintenance /management power 
units; 

said first maintenance /management processing unit and 
said second maintenance/ management processing unit being so 
arranged as to realize such control logic that 
maintenance/management processing for said main machinery 
section is executed hy means of said first 
maintenance /management processing unit on the basis of 
commands of said maintenance/managemenc control equipment 
while said second maintenance /management processing unit is 
placed in a standby state, when said first 

maintenance/management processing unit ia operating, and that 
upon detection by said power supply control unit of an 
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abnormality of said first maintenance/managemeiit processing 
unit, said power supply control iinit stops feeding of electric 
power to said first maintenance/manageiaent processing unit and 
causes said second maintenance/tnanagement processing unit 
placed in to end the standby state and talcco take over 
maintenance /management processing for said main machinery 
section from said first maintenance /management processing unit 
by rewriting said second logical address assigned to said 
second maintenance/management processing unit to said first 
logical address assigned to said first maintenance /management 
processing unit, said first logical address being different 
from said second logical address, 

10. (Currently amended) A maintenance /management system 
according no claim 9 , 

wherein said first maintenance/management processing unit 
and said second maintenance /management processing unit include 
first and second power supply units , respect ively^ which are 
independent of each other, said first and second power supply 
units being controlled by said power supply control unit, and 

wherein aaid control logic io do deoignod that upon the 
detection of an abnormality in said first 
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maintenance/management processing unit, said power supply 
control unit stops said first power supply unit from supplyinc ^ 
power o - ^pply to said first maintenance /management: processing 
unit from paid fiirot power aupply iinifa ia intcrruptcid - 

11. (Currently amended) An information processing 
system, comprising : 

a first information processing unit and a second 
information processing unit both connected to an information 
network and assigned with different logical addresses, 
respectively, said first information processing unit and said 
second information processing unit being arranged to be 
capable of interchanging with each other, 

a first power supply unit for feeding electric power to 
said first information processing unit; and 

a second power supply unit for feeding electric power to 
said second information processing unit independently from 
said first power supply unit, 

wherein whca said second information processing unit 
Includes operation supervising means for supervising operation 
of said first information processing unit in the course of 
operation of said first information processing unit; and 
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wherein when said operation supervising means detects 
occurrence of an abnormality in the operation of said first 
information processing unit, the second information processing 
unit responds thereto by interrupting power supply to said 
first information processing unit from said first power supply 
unit while and causes a logical address assigned to said 
second information processing unit *sr to be replaced by a 
logical address assigned to said first information processing 
unit . 

12. {Currently amended) A computer program embodied on 
a computer -readable medium for performing 

maintenance/management on a maintenance/management - sub j ec ted 
machine with the aid of a maintenance/management control 
equipment by way of an information network, said 
maintenance/management-subj ected machine being comprised of a 
main machinery section, a first maintenance/management 
processing unit and a second maintenance/management processing 
unit which are connected to said information network and have 
first and second logical addresses, respectively, on said 
information network, said computer program including computer- 
executable instructions encoded in said computer-readable 
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medium which/ when executed by a computer^ cause the computer 

to perfojcm the steps o£ : compr i a ing - ; - 

firar aomputor readable program code mcojia dcaignGd fe y 
executing maintenance/management processing for said main 
machinery section by means of said first 
maintenance/management processing unit on the basis of 
commands of said maintenance /management control equipment 
while placing said second maintenance/managemenc processing 
unit in a standby state, when said first 

maintenance/management processing unit is operating; and 

Q C Gond Qomputer pcadoblc parogaram - oodo moans deoigncd auoh 
that upon detection of abnormality of said first 
maintenance/management processing unit, cans ing said second 
maintenance/management processing xmit plaood in to end the 
standby state and to takoq take over maintenance/management 
processing for said main machinery section from said first 
maintenance /management processing unit by rewriting said 
second logical address assigned to said second 
maintenance/management processing Tinit to said first logical 
address assigned to said first maintenance/management 
processing unit, said first logical address being different 
from said second logical address . 
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13- (New) A method of performing maintenance /management 
on a maintenance/managemenc- subjected machine witli the aid of 
maintenance/management control equipment by way of an 
information network/ said maintenance/management -subjected 
machine being compriaed of a main machinery section, a first 
ttiaintenance/management processing unit and a second 
maintenance/management processing unit which are connected to 
said information network and have first and second logical 
addresses, respectively, on said information network, a firsc 
power supply unit and a second power supply unit for 
independently feeding electric power to said first 
maintenance/management processing unit and said second 
maintenance/management processing unit, respectively, and a 
power supply control unit for controlling said first power 
supply unit and said second power supply unit. 

said method comprising: 

a step in which said second maintenance /management 
processing unit is placed in a standby state and is in said 
standby state during a time in which said first 
maintenance/management processing unit is executing 
maintenance/management processing for said main machinery 
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section on a basis of commarids of said maintenance /management 
control equipment ; 

a step in which said power supply control unit checks an 
operation of said first maintenance/management processing 
unit; 

a step in which said power supply control unit snops 
feeding of electric power to said first maintenance/management 
processing unit in a case where said power supply control unit 
detects an abnormality of said first maintenance/management 
processing unit through said operation chec3Cf and 

a step in which^ after said power supply control unit 
stops the feeding of electric power to said first 
maintenance/management power unit, said second 

maintenance/management processing unit ends the standby state 
and calces over maintenance/management processing for said main 
machinery section from said first maintenance/management 
processing unit by rewriting said second logical address 
assigned to said second maintenance /management processing unit 
to said first logical address assigned to said first 
maintenance/management processing unit, said first and second 
logical addresses being common addresses for said first and 
second maintenance /management processing units. 
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14. (New) A method according to Claim 13, wherein 
in said step in which said power supply control unit 

stops feeding of electric power to said first 
maintenance/management processing unit, said power supply 
control unit controls a power supply on/off control switch for 
the first maintenance/management processing tanit to stop the 
feeding of electric power thereto. 

15. (New) A method according to Claim 13, wherein 

in said step in which said second maintenance/management 
processing unit ends the standby state and takes over the 
maintenance/management processing for said main machinery 
section, said power supply control unit controls the second 
maintenance/management processing unit to end the standby 
state and take over the maintenance/management processing for 
said main machinery section from said maintenance /management 
processing unit by issuing a request for changing over the 
maintenance/management processing to the second 
maintenance/management processing unit from the 
maintenance/management unit, theret)y causing said second 
logical address to be rewritten to said first logical address. 
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16. (New) A method according to Claim 6, wherein 
in said step in which said power supply control unit 

scops feeding of electric power to said first 
maintenance/management processing unit, said power supply 
control unit controls a first power supply on/off control 
switch for the first maintenance/management processing unit to 
stop the feeding of electric power to said first 
maintenance/management processing unit, and said power supply 
control unit controls a second power supply off /on control 
switch for the second maintenance /management processing unit 
to start the feeding of electric power to said second 
maintenance/management processing unit. 

17. (New) A method according to Claim 6, 

in said step in which said second maintenance/management 
processing unit ends the standby state and takes over the 
maintenance/management processing for said main machinery 
section, said power supply control unit controls the second 
maintenance/management processing unit to end the standby 
state and take over the maintenance/management processing for 
said main machinery section from said first 
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maintananca/managemenr processing unit by issuing a request 
for changing over the maintenance/management processing to the 
second maintenance/management processing unit from the first 
maintenance/management unit, thereby causing said second 
logical address to be rewritten to said first logical address, 

18 . (Mew) A maintenance/management system according to 
Claim 9y wherein 

said first maintenance /management processing unit and 
said second Tuaintenance/management unit include first and 
second power supply units, respectively, which are independent 
of each other, said first and second power supply units being 
controlled by said power control unit; and 

wherein each of said first and second power supply units 
includes a power supply on/off control switch controlled by 
said power supply control unit to control power supply of 
power to said first and second maintenance/management 
processing units, respectively . 
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